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Pradyumna Ji was grown up, one day, playing about, he went near
to Raja Sambar. Upon seeing him, esteeming him as his own
very son, he tenderly said, u I have brought this boy up as my
own son." As soon as he heard this, Pradyumna Ji very angrily
said, lt I, a child, am thy enemy ; now do thou fight and see my
strength." Saying thus, he challenged1 and confronted him.
Then Sambar laughingly said, ll Brother ! whence has this second
Pradyumna come on my account ? What! have I fed with milk
and developed a snake, that he is speaking thus ? " Having said
this, he continued, u Why art thou saying these words ? Are
the messengers of death come to take thee ? "

Maharaj ! as soon as he heard these words from the mouth of
Sambar, he said, " Pradyumna is my own name ; do thou'to-day
fight with me. Thou, indeed, sent me adrift3 on the ocean ; but
now I am come again to take my revenge. Thou thyself hast
developed thine own death in thine own house. Who is whose
son ? and who is whose father ? " 3

Hearing this, Sambar seized a weapon ; the temper of his

heart was inflated with anger ;
Like the foot placed in the dark on the tail of a snake.

Then Sambar sent for all his army, and taking Pradyumna
outside, and angrily raising a club, and roaring like a thunder-
cloud, said, " Let me see now who will save thee from death."
Saying this, as he rushed forward and struck out with a club,
Pradyumna easily cut it down. Then that one angrily hurled
fiery arrows, and this one, letting go watery arrows, extinguished
them. Then Sambar, with excessive anger, made [use of] all
the weapons which were near him ; but this one promptly cut
them down one after the other.4' When no weapon was left in
his possession, Pradyumna angrily rushed forward and grappled
[with him], and a wrestling match began between them. After
a time, this one flew up to the sky with that one ; having arrived
there, he cut off his head with a sword, and threw it down ; and
came back and slaughtered the army of the Asuras.

Sambar being slain, Rati obtained happiness ; and immediately
a car came from heaven. Rati and her husband both mounted
and seated themselves upon it, and went to Dwaraka, as if a
beautiful cloud were going accompanied by lightning. And
proceeding onwards, they arrived where golden palaces were
glittering, like the lofty Sumeru mountain.5 Descending from

1 Lit., "to strike the arms," because wrestlers strike their hands on the arms
before trying a fall.

3 Notice this emphatic form of the Past tense, which is difficult to render
exactly in English. It is produced by placing the auxiliary in the early part of a
phrase; and is common colloquially. Here it also assists one of Lallii Lai's
jingling rhymes ; for bahdyd is intended to rhyme with phir dyd.

3  These interrogatives, as is often the case, imply a denial, meaning, " t am not
your son ; neither are you my father."

4  " one after the other " is implied in the repetition of kdt.

5  Sumeru, or, as it is more commonly written, Meru, is a fabulous moun tain of